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In This Issue Dear CCATF Member:

On March 17, 2011, the Central Coast Water Board will hold a
public meeting to consider staff's recommendations.

This is the Central Coast's new Weekly E-News. Your
membership includes 1-2 newsletters each week from the Cen
Notice of Public Workshop...Development of Total Maximum Coast Ag Task Force highlighting numerous issues of interest

Daily Loads (TMDLs our industry. Please send any comments or suggestions to
Adricultural exports and the economic recovery darlene@ccatf.org. To gain access to the site's password-prote

areas and thereby read the links below online, please visit the

Land trusts join forces to protect open space: Create An Account page

Food for Thought: What is ‘organic'?.

Outlawing dust bowls

Patriotism and crop subsidies...How 'ya gonna keep ‘em down
on the farm?

EPA Grants $32 Million to Air Pollution Research at
Scientists plan to shoot barred owls to save related rivals Universities

More Discussion of E. coli Testing in Beef Yahoo news- March 7, 2011
Rachel Krech

Eco-farming could double food output of poor countries

The Midas Touch, The Midas Effect

Growing power...Debunking the stubborn myth that only

industrial ag can 'feed the world' The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced that
they will be awarding grants to four universities to fund air pollution

A special report on feeding the world...The 9 billion-people research. The EPA committed $32 million in funds and awarded $8

question million to each institution over a period of five years, which included the
University of Washington (Seattle, Wash.), Michigan State University

Rep. Dennis Cardoza Accuses EPA Head of "Agency (East Lansing, Mich.), Harvard University (Boston, Mass.), and Emory

Activism" University/Georgia Institute of Technology (Atlanta, Ga.).

The grants from the EPA to these four institutions will go to establish new
Clean Air Research Centers. Here researchers can use cutting edge
technology to further study air pollution problems that occur all over the
United States. Specifically, the new centers will focus their research on
how different compositions of air pollution affect human health.

- — - "These centers are critical to understanding how to improve air quality
[J':”r' Cur Mailing L'St!] and protect Americans' health from complex mixtures of air pollutants,”
said Dr. Paul Anastas, assistant administrator for EPA's Office of
Research and Development. “The centers will focus on important
scientific questions remaining in air research."
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CCATE The research is supposed to be cutting-edge as well, especially since the
majority of previous studies have only analyzed one specific air pollutant
on human health. These institutions will be able to look at certain ratios of
E-NEWS one air pollutant to one or more other air pollutants. The reasoning behind
this kind of research is that it is rare for people to be exposed to only one
kind of air pollutant at a time (whether it be carbon monoxide, particulate
matter, sulfur dioxide, lead, etc) and usually people encounter and breathe

The Central Coast Agricultural Task Force has been
Couec“_\/e'y monitoring, researchlng, _dlssemlnatlng, in air that contains numerous toxic compounds.

and acting on any issue of benefit or impact on the A majority of the research is also going to focus on groups of people who
capabilities of agriculture in the central coast, with are more susceptible to health problems caused from air pollution, namely

f : : young children and the elderly, as well as though with pre-existing
an emphasis on local issues since 1984. The purpose medical conditions such as asthma. From grouping individuals by age, the

of the Central Coast Ag Task Force (CCATF) is to research will hopefully show how age correlates with certain health
monitor, appropriate, governmental boards, councils, problems from air pollution.

commissions, and/or agencies sufficient to keep Although the EPA is suffering severe budget cuts, they have pushed air
CCATF Members advised of actual or potential quality problems as one of their top priorities. Academic institutions can

often serve as excellent facilities for cutting edge research, especially

issues of ben_Eﬁt_Or detriment to th_e mi_SSion of since they can attract top scientists and provide students and faculty with
CCATF, which is the long-term viability of new education opportunities within their fields. Federally funded research
agricultural on the Central Coast. centers can also bring in further donations to the institutions to pursue

much more research.

. . . Rachel Krech provides an in-depth look at current environmental issues
The articles in this and other CCATF newsletters  ang local Chicago news stories. As a college student from the Chicago

are for informational purposes only on issues that suburbs pursuing two science degrees, she applies her knowledge and
are either a benefit or impact on agriculture. passion to both topics to garner further public awareness.

Water Quality on the Central Coast- Farmers California Air Board

working on long term solutions for improved water Six Air Districts are offering over $100
I SO SIEIE) GO el million in financial incentives to owners

o of trucks used in goods movement to
The Ag Alternatlve upgrade to cleaner technologies through

Proposal ‘blends truck replacement with cleaner diesel or
. alternative fuel models, engine
science 2111(1 replacement, or retrofit installation.
practicality
1 Please see the Program website
tO lmpl:ove water at: http://www.arb.ca.gov/gmbond to get
(l]lzllltsr ft)r a helpful tips for truck owners and links
= to the participating Air Districts to
sustainable apply for funds.
environment

and a Viable farming These are competitive grants for eligible

. California-based truck fleets of all
(3()1!11!111!11t37. sizes. The Districts will be accepting
applications from March through April
2011. Truck owners can apply through one
of the following Districts: Bay Area,
Sacramento, San Joaquin Valley, South
Coast, San Diego, or Imperial. Owners
should submit only one application for

|
Ag Committee Holds Hearing on Reducing
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Regulations
03/09/2011
NAFB News Service

The House Ag Committee held a hearing Wednesday to mark up
H.R. 872, the Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act of 2011.
Committee Chairman Collin Peterson says this legislation would
relieve producers from a potentially costly regulatory burden that
would do little, if anything, to protect the environment. In 2006
the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals overturned an EPA rule which
specifically exempted permitting of certain pesticide applications
under the Clean Water Act. The court's decision pre-empts the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act by the Clean
Water Act. Peterson said this was not the intent of Congress.

The proposed legislation would restore congressional intent and
address the court's ruling by amending both the Clean Water Act
and FIFRA to prohibit permits for pesticide application when
pesticides are applied consistent with FIFRA. Peterson said, -
Clean Water Act permitting requirements would place a massive
burden and responsibility on the states and the EPA. The last
thing we need is more regulation coming from the EPA in this
area.

According to Mr. Peterson, - for too long we've watched
organizations use the courts to twist laws against American
farmers and agricultural production. If we don't work together to
find a solution, producers will likely continue being told how to
operate by lawyers and judges who don't understand agriculture.
The courts are not the place to decide agriculture policy. This
legislation is a step in the right direction to address this problem.

| NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

House Ag Committee
passes legislation
exempting pesticides
from NPDES program

Wednesday March 09 2011 agra-net

com

The House Agriculture Committee
unanimously approved legislation
today to largely exempt pesticides
from the Clean Water Act's
permitting requirements. The bill --
H.R. 872 -- amends FIFRA and the
Clean Water Act to bar EPA from
requiring National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permits for FIFRA-registered
pesticides.

each truck. Once the application period
closes, each District will evaluate and
rank the applications it receives.

The $1 billion Proposition 1B: Goods
Movement Emission Reduction Program is a
partnership between the State Air
Resources Board and local agencies (like
air districts and seaports) to quickly
reduce air pollution emissions and health
risk from freight movement along
California's trade corridors.

If you have any questions, please call
our Goods Movement Information Line

at: (916) 44-GOODS (444-6637) or contact
us via email at:

gmbond@arb.ca.gov.

CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL

WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

Wednesday, March 16, 2011 at 2:30 p.m.

1. Roll Call[RogerBriggs 805/549-
BLA0] e Board
Members Present

2. Introductions [Roger
BrigQS]. e eeeeeeieie st

Guests and Staff Present

3. Approval of February 3, 2011 Meeting
IMINUEES. ... Board Motion
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The legislation would effectively
dissolve the ongoing controversy
over EPA's effort to craft a NPDES
general permit for pesticides
applied to, over or near water -- a
process driven by a 2009 appellate
court ruling that vacated a 2006
agency rule that exempted pesticides
from the NPDES program.

Supplemental information for the March 17, 2011

Board Meeting - Item 14

(Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge
Requirements for Discharges from Irrigated Lands,
Order No. R3-2011-0006) is posted on the Central
Coast Water Board website. Additional details are
available at:

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/board i

4, Report by State Water Resources Control Board
LQISON. + v Status Report

[Frances Spivy-Weber 916/341-5615]

Uncontested Items

5.Uncontested Item
CalBNAAr......eiieceieeeeee e
Board Motion

Cleanup Cases

6.  San Paso Truck Stop, 81 Wellsona Road
SRS Update/Information
Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo County

[Corey Walsh 805/542-4781]

*7.  Emergency, Abandoned, Recalcitrant Account
Priority

nfo/agendas/2011/march/ltem_14/index.shtml

California Air Resources Board

The California Air Resources Board
is announcing a public meeting on
the Carl Moyer Memorial Air
Quality Standards Attainment
Program Guidelines: Interested
members of the public may present
comments relating to this matter
orally or in writing at the
meeting and may also be submitted
by postal mail or electronic
submittal before the meeting. To
be considered by the Board,
written comments not physically
submitted at the meeting must be
received no later than 12:00 noon,
April 27, 2011, and addressed to
the following:

Postal mail:Clerk of the Board,
Air Resources Board

List for Fiscal Year 2011-
2012, Resolution No.
R3-2011-0016

(Underground Storage Tank Cleanup Fund)

[John Goni 805/542-4628]

Enforcement

........................................... Status Report
[Harvey Packard 805/542-4639]

Administrative Items

[Any person may address the Board regarding a matter within
the Board's jurisdiction that is not related to an item on this
meeting agenda. Comments will generally be limited to three
minutes, unless otherwise directed by the Chair. Any person
wishing to make a longer presentation should contact the
Executive Officer at least one week prior to the meeting (the
Thursday before a Thursday meeting). Comments regarding
matters that are scheduled for a future meeting will be
restricted.]

Waste Discharge Requirements
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4DHZC5OCsVDfw_NcZOngRaTfPv95XpM12N8iedOBIOxoq58NqcUo97bBUYaVUr8ND07VtOCDznVVEaHDi0rRBfWeegZd5Q73WvQdkehRBo2Q7iEWPQGUYJRO8QtT-J9pM87vcYQ7kXwkmMoOkAz5EFs63tvjYfz5LJQJO0qYv4SmBx937ugf42jayhKTaPAJW9eXt1XSJD67A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4DHZC5OCsVDfw_NcZOngRaTfPv95XpM12N8iedOBIOxoq58NqcUo97bBUYaVUr8ND07VtOCDznVVEaHDi0rRBfWeegZd5Q73WvQdkehRBo2Q7iEWPQGUYJRO8QtT-J9pM87vcYQ7kXwkmMoOkAz5EFs63tvjYfz5LJQJO0qYv4SmBx937ugf42jayhKTaPAJW9eXt1XSJD67A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Dcb4RvdVL_PqKbGSZgwsakAAattt9LZHiCUqrWtkz3rlEPAhGYLPzm0x6a9BifDAce-Xmmi_ETD3Pko74qyVMaFR3gnTomy4j1ktMgraCt1yA4584fNlXtxD93hWRNdDFFHX2rnufrRQKZrSp8Z3Yyb_OO8Tz8k8lGwyrefbs0NgnvNG1vhHi_rGjjIq7HVDqbuRDPCpra4w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Dcb4RvdVL_PqKbGSZgwsakAAattt9LZHiCUqrWtkz3rlEPAhGYLPzm0x6a9BifDAce-Xmmi_ETD3Pko74qyVMaFR3gnTomy4j1ktMgraCt1yA4584fNlXtxD93hWRNdDFFHX2rnufrRQKZrSp8Z3Yyb_OO8Tz8k8lGwyrefbs0NgnvNG1vhHi_rGjjIq7HVDqbuRDPCpra4w==
tel:805%2F542-4781
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4CavZxyrbWA7Rv8y3c5CqnE9TsDb0q6OtKTk_NPhubXLYG7BPMkQRTnVAkYAcslZo-F-52TQdwfQEaikhsOPF8pT3vnXDSuUq3gLkBAhA4kqoDeTh_qdFni7tk8XHD1K6czO6paQ1Uv43b17edpN7R2a_TjJYYmhRgkatk-P4iAf9a7x_8VtPo2fMnUUhCmc1GY1GDLLy2dsA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4CavZxyrbWA7Rv8y3c5CqnE9TsDb0q6OtKTk_NPhubXLYG7BPMkQRTnVAkYAcslZo-F-52TQdwfQEaikhsOPF8pT3vnXDSuUq3gLkBAhA4kqoDeTh_qdFni7tk8XHD1K6czO6paQ1Uv43b17edpN7R2a_TjJYYmhRgkatk-P4iAf9a7x_8VtPo2fMnUUhCmc1GY1GDLLy2dsA==
tel:805%2F542-4628
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4BO92kYHVeMshYzYqBNHGJ-H-IyLkQ3QfZJXJkZrVPJx1agzaPfvhU_7hbBRTx3_DLCDY2kFFQb_51S5JApgX0IsC-dV_Bsg-7KElsBSVeveW0djrNCYhiQKRR7AUYr5BKDO8yfLqsKI03KoD9yt9PP8uKPIDO7FeYcCPwi5T6XddXSPtG1BYDt7Jy6G7bmd5AmktETIlC0qQ==
tel:805%2F542-4639
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4ALCcCLdG6iGdgW0qUh41R0O2173yyNVSP_bzagl2wI-tD42GPnJYg-g_L_GJL3y3MTX5ZMdEfetftXQRE3qYPS9hs47sBrGPziyhvivhZAmctf-zjHh7tupZGFzuv6GCFMaa0-QECHWxy3NndkAbNzMEpsoVfkB7DZXD8P5_liBpQrIQkV8KC_9oZCw8ysFzNlQpqS07eNkQ==

1001 I Street, Sacramento,
California 95814 To View the
Notice and Electronic
submittal:

http://www.arb.ca.gov/1lispub/comm/
bclist.php

The proposed revisions will also
be available electronically on
ARB's website at
WwWW.arb.ca.gov/msprog/moyer/moyer.
htm

Inquiries regarding this matter should be
directed to Ms. Heather Arias, Manager of
the Planning and Regulatory Development
Section, at (916) 324-6429 or to Mr. Sam
Gregor, Air Pollution Specialist, at (916)
323-0005.

CCATF Board Meeting

Wednesday March 23, 2011
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
at Grower Shipper Association

For More Information please
contact Darlene Din

Statewide Truck/Bus Air Regulation- Reminder

NOTICE

For information regarding the

STATEWIDE TRUCK AND BUS REGULATION,

click on the link above or call 1-866-6-DIESEL (1-866-634-3735)
Agricultural Provisions Reporting Information (February 10,
2011)

®  The online reporting system is now available for
agricultural fleets to report. Agricultural fleets that
reported in 2010 can login to the online system to
provide January 1, 2011 odometer readings and update

10..... Waste Discharge Requirements for the
City of MONtErey ,...c.cccovevvvvveeeeiicnienne Order No.
91-60

Monterey Bay Wharf Dredging
Operations, Monterey County

(Rescind Waste Discharge Requirements)
[Tom Kukol 805/549-3689]

Administrative ltems

11..... Executive Officer's Report [Roger Briggs 805/549-
31407 Information/Discussion

Thursday March 17, 2011, 8:15 a.m.

12..... Roll Call [Roger Briggs 805/549-
3LA0] e Board Members

Guests and Staff Present

Waste Discharge Requirements

14..... Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge
Requirements...........c..c...... Order No. R3-2011-
0006

for Discharges from Irrigated Lands

If there is no quorum, the Board may conduct this
item as a panel hearing of at least 3 board
members. Following the hearing, the panel will
make a recommendation for consideration by the
full Board at a later date. Note that this item is
subject to the prohibition on ex parte
communications; the public may not discuss this
matter with board members except at the hearing.

[Angela Schroeter 805/542-4644]


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4BB9x5y0wDxtIZnUWmfOeRT57t8zw3NUWnVHZXHSjK9c0LYE21ImXdObTIrxGXYyTwU_TxlNouCi6RLhoKy-4JEOIkDBwR2CGt18D1W3p27_S3zxPA0gXpq8wCkx2cTpmpZj23y9kNolA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4BB9x5y0wDxtIZnUWmfOeRT57t8zw3NUWnVHZXHSjK9c0LYE21ImXdObTIrxGXYyTwU_TxlNouCi6RLhoKy-4JEOIkDBwR2CGt18D1W3p27_S3zxPA0gXpq8wCkx2cTpmpZj23y9kNolA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4AMknEm0_wvvzuYApPqdinOFKcC5GCubwj9X4aXeNnpXCN8_Usc_xnHkCBztPjxIR_Ul9WCDd0xZD8BCLSh3UYiFWOZEaKjLw7aTTic2ABdDYuLolQ_IkkyZkkqnuRcKCIcaG4sgRfhAg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4AMknEm0_wvvzuYApPqdinOFKcC5GCubwj9X4aXeNnpXCN8_Usc_xnHkCBztPjxIR_Ul9WCDd0xZD8BCLSh3UYiFWOZEaKjLw7aTTic2ABdDYuLolQ_IkkyZkkqnuRcKCIcaG4sgRfhAg==
tel:%28916%29%20324-6429
tel:%28916%29%20323-0005
tel:%28916%29%20323-0005
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4C17X6vztfm2iLzVcBvoZGgUf2ThKnic3ErvtOm6gEdHCYWv2ey69JayMYROlaZYoQGvjwhSuiFZsQFQoKlDlkkE6kGXmt6oY-_QreZZnvKcSbs66TrI8SRdmnSm_2BL5nTSsrrM1rIlcBQtkrOa7K1
tel:%281-866-634-3735
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4DBetq_84QTnwqODeJ7OgTLY3RBCzgj21VBeWHgA_XWjVzQGj2fDCo8RJewi2GYaMwxqYmMKl9g-vgUa7I8zU6cjyqXQlu_pd1FyCyx2kWCLFqeXagvXETg300mUTo_KvY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Bw6jIOjwilUACO4VuURI-snI2uxQRTBlY1dj_UMMfsxyOUD1pn_JH0aguKpkClVUUjHetLI-_PSbNtAKfTtlUDpVvb0CMJb9GSQAnqO6Z6e6Hwerd9XehAi4e1EnqYCIHMjGk5l8AImDfdXKvvyGSUTw0yfZqVcrEk4MDIdfCYO_iiOqGMjUGimzHMmkrd6aU4x3a-4dYztouch7IsqCxb
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Bw6jIOjwilUACO4VuURI-snI2uxQRTBlY1dj_UMMfsxyOUD1pn_JH0aguKpkClVUUjHetLI-_PSbNtAKfTtlUDpVvb0CMJb9GSQAnqO6Z6e6Hwerd9XehAi4e1EnqYCIHMjGk5l8AImDfdXKvvyGSUTw0yfZqVcrEk4MDIdfCYO_iiOqGMjUGimzHMmkrd6aU4x3a-4dYztouch7IsqCxb
tel:805%2F549-3689
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4DWQI7PyrZDCOnmqdSk-5dLGovoSp0UDi02hQDwOHJhcHn5p_1xcGF83uKQxjc-AJRPGS1nQ0LRDyqnMfgbide4cCcvGuaatnkuD6UI918lZM4Y7LrI7i6DQOZfl_htuKP9kjW_Si_jJTmFA1frDswbaGkWTPrD5glBAc427nKF8hjnZGsVLrqrC0XeCFgbCxy1p51GOB9m_rIopJ0bTe3j
tel:805%2F549-3140
tel:805%2F549-3140
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4C20BIH-sXirm2ik7gB1ohqHRlHOzAZJjHWDlNg_JSjeE4k0siBJpuX-hklARe6V7NZ9zgwRhRHC-gUuU-zErlNnS2hpRvQryeBnSI3B2YwEKWF8WRuDwwUaLYoNEm0cmj1GjgYr9AvdKgkCk7gSfFEoTg9txW4-XRi_81wBU10NsoJs7sF7wH8PA07Srq2brfePP_hEazFAPlBKcJkdyVP
tel:805%2F549-3140
tel:805%2F549-3140
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4B0rn8hbQoxF4IdEAYkR_Kofj0rka3p6wDXsY-fwUqbL2Oo7yUN90p1X83gztT4nEN4TeKDk34Egze-eU_JY9RyPL5bpzlG5RBkzjvv_MoFxKokUu3GiXX2wzCJobvSTHYbteY-_4nZ4vxwnXaBkKntqAnkfczHxCoFQyvoJ1UZ6DPPeW-SV4hIqHbcv6oYLlfYS4JX26bbUExMv-ODxPl4
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Cw3PkbF52CFejb6sVxJ3Kcj59aotyQu0aM5FCKTTQqWpdYLnzKGEbnhHpbXpBzF-ABso-f4jYwmoYaQAdHzGlC-frI-7YsbE5TqNgjztmzppevGwOZKfqWMdl-SFXkp0O2IdqLCYzX1429BtnPA-18UBOyaxZusHJE3RP6AVCt4PRnmJjY9uTMVOjWjLo7OfYKH0pIvioxVNIIeUF7lsDZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Cw3PkbF52CFejb6sVxJ3Kcj59aotyQu0aM5FCKTTQqWpdYLnzKGEbnhHpbXpBzF-ABso-f4jYwmoYaQAdHzGlC-frI-7YsbE5TqNgjztmzppevGwOZKfqWMdl-SFXkp0O2IdqLCYzX1429BtnPA-18UBOyaxZusHJE3RP6AVCt4PRnmJjY9uTMVOjWjLo7OfYKH0pIvioxVNIIeUF7lsDZ
tel:805%2F542-4644

vehicle information for 2011. Fleets that are reporting
for the first time can create an account and enter their
information directly online without using paper
reporting forms. The user guide provides information
on how to report and has the paper reporting forms.

A factsheet is available that summarizes the
agricultural vehicle provisions consistent with
amendments considered by the Board at the December
17, 2010, Board Hearing.

CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENT
AL
PROTECTION
AGENCY

California Regional
Water Quality Control
Board
Central Coast Region

Media Advisory
March 10, 2011
Contact: Dave Clegern

(916) 327-8239

Public Meeting

What: Public meeting of the Central Coast Regional Water Quality
Control

Board to consider an updated Irrigated Lands Order. Board action
is

expected.
When: 8:15 a.m., Thursday, March 17, 2011.
Where: City Council Chambers, 275 Main Street, Watsonville.

THE BOARD AND STAFF WELCOME INFORMATION ON
PERTINENT PROBLEMS, BUT COMMENTS AT THE MEETING
SHOULD BE BRIEF AND DIRECTED TO SPECIFICS OF THE
CASE TO ENABLE THE BOARD TO TAKE THE APPROPRIATE
ACTION.

SPANISH LANGUAGE TRANSLATION WILL BE AVAILABLE.

WHENEVER POSSIBLE, LENGTHY TESTIMONY SHOULD BE
PRESENTED TO THE BOARD IN WRITING AND ONLY A
SUMMARY OF PERTINENT POINTS PRESENTED VERBALLY.

IN ORDER TO GIVE EVERYONE AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE
HEARD, COMMENTS SHOULD HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY
SUBMITTED IN WRITING AND A TIME LIMIT ON
PRESENTATIONS MAY BE IMPOSED ON ANY AGENDA ITEM.

SPEAKERS SHOULD PLAN TO SUMMARIZE THEIR KEY
POINTS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.

THE CHAIR WILL ALLOCATE TIME TO INDIVIDUAL


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4CI8ebds9oPfRjhtol6ZkcK9lifltITDkLZYsdTjFkVzppqhtLaICH7Af3H87q1ws3K1ZDHPJ1EEV5o3nzrVH_m2ULlJDkjVO93uBQkK_bUZt24CutKJQqQcA4p4QOjC-7mvghZvqVNtJXHyzZA-LzMR_IeBN6NU82IjbnJJhv-sNHUUDJg9YMrf_VfEsqC3G4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Aijs7U-7lDk0Vur1s0bIaVg6srCK88mRAR_by99G2TdU3sJMzdVZBirB6RGe6mP_z6bnBIOCozPtpkwdrZHVxqRW7XeOjeEPhSEehVB7_oX6-IdTIfyy2US0wWlHATv8Lmlt-Ko6enY-H96iJP6EiE
tel:%28916%29%20327-8239

SPEAKERS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF SPEAKERS
PRESENT. FOR SCHEDULING PURPOSES, REQUESTS FOR
EXTENDED SPEAKING TIMES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO
STAFF AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE AGENDA IS
MAILED. THE CHAIR WILL DECIDE WHETHER TO GRANT
SUCH REQUESTS.

A COPY OF THE DRAFT TO BE CONSIDERED FOR ACTION
BY THE BOARD CAN BE FOUND AT:

HTTP:// WWW.WATERBOARDS.CA.GOV/CENTRALCOAST/BOAR
D_INFO/AGENDAS/2011/MARCH/ITEM_14/INDEX.SHTML

THE ATTACHED FACT SHEET WILL ANSWER SOME BASIC
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DRAFT ORDER.

Central Coast Water Board Agricultural Order Facts:

Why are changes to the existing order necessary?

The 2004 Order requires watershed monitoring,but provides no way to
address how growers should monitor and report compliance with the
standards, nor does it tell them when they are expected to meet the
standards.

Water quality pollution has persisted and worsened since adoption of the
2004 Order. The new draft Order requires:

e  Monitoring of groundwater severely impacted by nitrate from
agricultural waste discharges in the Central Coast Region.

®  Reporting and monitoring that inform the Water Board and the
public which growers have changed practices, or reduced
pollutant loading.

e  Timeframes for meeting water quality standards.

The 2004 Order is also inconsistent with California's Nonpoint Source
Pollution Control Policy.

Why is another draft of this order needed?

The changes in this order are a direct response to issues and comments
brought to the Regional Water Board and its staff at public workshops and
stakeholder meetings around the region. Changes are in response to new
water quality conditions and evidence presented. Changes are based on
the need to make the order more effective and the terms of the order more
manageable and understandable for growers.

How many growers will see major impact from the draft order?

Regional Water Board staff estimates 100 to 300 of the region's estimated
3,000 growers would face more than the most basic conditions in the draft
order.

The remaining growers will be in Tier 1 and 2. They will be required to
register (most already are), assemble and maintain a Farm Plan and do
baseline monitoring for assessment purposes.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Cw3PkbF52CFejb6sVxJ3Kcj59aotyQu0aM5FCKTTQqWpdYLnzKGEbnhHpbXpBzF-ABso-f4jYwmoYaQAdHzGlC-frI-7YsbE5TqNgjztmzppevGwOZKfqWMdl-SFXkp0O2IdqLCYzX1429BtnPA-18UBOyaxZusHJE3RP6AVCt4PRnmJjY9uTMVOjWjLo7OfYKH0pIvioxVNIIeUF7lsDZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Cw3PkbF52CFejb6sVxJ3Kcj59aotyQu0aM5FCKTTQqWpdYLnzKGEbnhHpbXpBzF-ABso-f4jYwmoYaQAdHzGlC-frI-7YsbE5TqNgjztmzppevGwOZKfqWMdl-SFXkp0O2IdqLCYzX1429BtnPA-18UBOyaxZusHJE3RP6AVCt4PRnmJjY9uTMVOjWjLo7OfYKH0pIvioxVNIIeUF7lsDZ

Baseline monitoring of groundwater will be required only in the first year.

What's the harm from agricultural pollution in the Central Coast
Region?

Water quality problems from many irrigated agriculture operations are
severe.

®  High concentrations of nitrates can trigger a condition that
robs the blood of oxygen. This is of special concern with
pregnant women and infants since a baby's system is not
developed enough to compensate for that lack of oxygen.

®  Nitrates also feed algae and other life forms that choke off
oxygen in water which is harmful to the aquatic food chain and
fish.

e  Of 700 municipal drinking water wells on the Central Coast, at
least 200 exceed safe drinking water limits for nitrate and must
be blended or treated to meet standards. More than 80% of the
people of the Central Coast Region rely on groundwater for
drinking.

e  About 44,000 private wells are not monitored, but are
generally drilled in shallow ground water more prone to higher
nitrate concentrations than deeper municipal wells.

®  Wastewater treatment plants and municipal storm runoff
account for some nitrate, but in the region's heavy agricultural
watersheds studies indicate as much as 87% of groundwater
nitrate comes from fertilizer.

What is being damaged?

® In addition to drinking water supplies, riparian habitat is being
altered or destroyed. This threatens wildlife, increases erosion
and introduction of sediment, increases water temperature and
decreases oxygen (bad for fish) and allows more chemicals to
flow into the water.

®  Aquatic organisms and fish in rivers, creeks and streams are
being damaged by high levels of nitrate and pesticides. For
example, in the lower Santa Maria Watershed, 15 out of 15
streams are polluted at levels deadly to insects that provide fish
food. Those levels are also directly damaging to fish.

What is the cost to the region?

®  This pollution creates a growing threat to public health,
agriculture and the environment.

®  Water companies pass on increased costs of treatment to their
customers. Individual private well owners must pay for their
own treatment or drink degraded and sometimes unhealthy
water.

®  The Regional Water Board estimates the cost of cleaning up
just nitrate contamination in the region at hundreds of millions
of dollars over the next few decades so it is important to



reduce contaminants at the source.

How were the numeric water quality standards in the draft order
determined?

®  The standards are mandated by State and Federal law.

®  They are based on levels of chemical contamination that would
make water harmful for drinking, swimming, wading, fishing,
farming, industrial and other uses.

Why are the draft order's time lines necessary and how were they
determined?

e  Some of the time lines in the latest draft have been relaxed.
The time lines provide benchmarks for monitoring compliance.
They assure cleanup and compliance in a timely way. The
State of California requires timelines in permits for pollution
from agricultural runoff and other types of nonpoint source
pollution.

®  Regional Water Board staff considers the time required to
establish effective monitoring in specific, local conditions.
Staff also considers how long it should take to see measureable
water quality improvement from the monitoring data. The
Regional Water Board also considers the economic impact on
growers who must install specialized equipment and work to
minimize those impacts.

How much flexibility will growers have in meeting standards?

®  The draft order does not specify how growers must meet water
quality standards, only that they do so in a timely way.
Growers have choices for how they reach compliance.
Growers have the flexibility to try different practices or
treatment methods on individual farms and ranches and also to
use regional treatment facilities for multiple farms and
ranches.

®  Growers also have the option of using a third party for
individual monitoring similar to the current use of a third party
for watershed monitoring through the a cooperative to share
the costs of monitoring and reporting. Growers have the option
to use third parties or coalitions for reporting and
implementation in addition to monitoring.

®  Water Boards also provide some financial assistance, in certain
cases, to help growers reach compliance.

Who must comply under the draft order?

e  Discharges of waste from commercial irrigated ag operations
that could percolate to groundwater or run off in tail water or
storm water are discharges for purposes of this order.

®  Waste discharges also include sediment that runs off a field



(erosion) due to land disturbances.

®  The order does apply to irrigated turf raised for sale (sod). It
does not apply to lawns, golf courses, individual potted plants,
or water standing in roads and driveways.

Oon March 17, 2011, the Central Coast Water Board will hold a public meeting to consider staff's

recommendations.

Agenda Item #14 - Conditional Waiver of
Waste Discharge Requirements for
Discharges from Irrigated Lands
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Notice of Public Workshop

Development of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for Nutrients and Nutrient-
Related Impairments in the Lower Salinas River Watershed

The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board will hold a workshop with stakeholders to
provide a status update on development of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for nutrients and
nutrient-related water quality impairments for the Lower Salinas River Watershed.

Time and Location:

Date: April 4, 2011 (Monday)


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4CTEH__KcEy2sUWarxqEFIbHQ0HwIfMWwctjibF2v4NAUUTdFcWVLDivE4LnnMkWOceVCVWcfBtX6AKWURYDcyWthWB6Bhij0jEVzmt52JeCgzWBhUbCkcI31eQxtpt5AiYesggLFlc8i_Wb8kxpx9Ut1iFanMa7cNc__0SADpgZrR4GAbTwYQQ_8_uMeAKeMT6jB46VdqMS29-iBdeSNFHbvXtMtS35nc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4ALOvQGdg_qLVBSXXv34Bq89gMsBJV7bbcLMRa5qwe9MZUMXOdJ7LBYvru9Mv76YkwhHh2IbC0hPdzQMojxlfz4ewaxGl-8Ie6XlanO_whWxtkEYahGFn7ErXK84WbsTCLYQ-7uIUVTPfpqcfll5C24LiUKhQWhYTZBVTqLwTnRdEbNSx-DnM1OCk6MFksPXNKtvGf61X62QeekfICYNYMchTS9x7EQ5VA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4CEXnQ8fcaUzrEwFMFrEjkTWY5hwufExo-eBUlr2F6NLBbLRxU5x2d7M4yCTD3cDSk4g2OdLOBJUQ25mJsX3eKFgkJavfJTgxlOkzyMVDwBW1DQ3XkUe0UEPMKtbqEqKytPmD2v1t0rmxLPooLVjT0QaRHUrOv86o-_7jEsKSSRjSt7A3VJEN_bgziujo6L1x0nO40RuustknyeW78o1ozs
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4CuPdlJtIA2RsJ3ICl6PZN63hsf49P9XvgTtiGba-D_u4GIhmcOgohRQNhjNzFwVoKfqbuOzRFPFZOTgNaoMiCSQ0d79XP-KuulMrSi4u-55Uom7HDwsnHiZKBB6igd5JSyCDMSANgodQbNrVaYpS75cJNwYl_FgpOWgiVW4skoMuSJVRVPewk-bwL9URpOaD5B1RWvcHxKia-M_XkkzTLZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4CGEvFPOvvD8F1TT2kIrOBNvIl--09BddP4IskE6AVaaKktYj59tBJp5_ds53YD-Rpgtb-BfeG2kKqXzh2Agxj1BJ56k-T_yxIUUxbf5AjfF3mi_raE_SistiqgEw2hoyQYdmnrMW20wGuCgW43VCAqzT9ciBC0nOnLtLi-gjfgIo5Z7a3L1Q_MLfMP9tXoNrl1vrOF5isX0txZD8hcuoCbpf-KckpE8Sw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4D3SjpeLZYgEK6sdL4bwweOOdXRy28ldfoDHUS0Re2duVk44yY19ruyL3DNvhGXcWKrl3j5lqwXnuWSROZwP8sRpO9uCjStiFuibvXBfFFGLwrlA4-9KuQL2m8VI5YEjKlFhd2p-OdHfe-XNpFEcBmHOfDPPIfBWbNOdP8mDz45xoYLBfTQis4Wt9SddLNSTo7hqAHYy6rmrtfR-XCM40ft
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4AZ-XAqtDzqmFysGpelr8uo1EUi6pf1aYIXxuO7KdnplEv0oBUtZGl0arU8aWS2uVHuia1xRSMGKjhsGKZ7RfWg_tJnYFV_38-HKxbkBvEyAiuaTDHG76KeTmg0eAoUwl2kvDGLv2DA_qB7ChVAnKXD19alLeK080iW716ez1NfVgAFVPsd5NoOP3b1ZQxKIhIN41trLmB1o6Acfct-nrUpElVq2LWqv2OoDkHB7wPUTQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4D7Y1Bz837uf7cL7Ofj1nFlr5pmYCU9-9LTCrFWPJqBDgptqG7rRagiFXbbATXC_5crmONyGaCuvPceEMzUoHtVSBkduS9Poxwd_zGk2_uKPqqrnOty5Io_CTQWG56fScMp7eSf31iC9Cf1pYA8VPYr3H_4HQfkPwjfVy2UI5LukfBLEIkxjFZ_whLKASfhbLmxsJXAuUJFzhDbhiRcn3L6
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4BxJunbMzaD3bIv2m8XebF7rknnkEUxXcxm_oicpiFHCs9gKIkkGQSwrqTc482hr3DQtJeVBjl8rlpPgDPHHhfyzH1pdcASIzTW26EoBvfbqTQLFDDhZ6CG9VK-uyKZp9IxUPOYGEYgFxYII0bT07jX78S43RXudoqj7q4vkjDTqmLfRgqBo6vxd3hk0UZqaYTVt20ClKBhDzKe6AcpiP9l
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4C1vbviGxM0Vjc3zpz54WEuJutXJ9f6ppNDILBiaiZNGHWoKYqMPs_HNXzE0arwJkLnGO1I8cH3zHqoYpJYVj-cA_AiDkt6xNhCjYY2mxcTdHhAs6Os67dy1uMvt1xNSzXtIYPAvEkS-Ql9jeNS6UfeMMetlbbCvAU2zk17P1guAbs9c8ogXocf86NVG1DZ5BTDlYhv5GXQWXfZNAhLW2QgTvyRAhe_myI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Ar9elSFxO1GT7-hWKOALTSSfFJX-3F8jqKC0OOR9bJGSSsuqODrVrHccHQlXV7Dm4_eTs5kH6dPRosjkBHSPUxQr9PYcL-EMtuKkzbQEGil9gBlkRlQJUtQaORgFUlCBv8UH0hIo4V62xSck5oQL1-qve5m6AOWStQp2mD1P3p400BOs1ocKujr3BRYjecIuPllg0Pz5gaMxNWTYzwZR35
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4BEDksDbQKpbEQdzY9Qa6QuBP6b49z8uYnGmXnc-GQS8dPDvZLIatxiNG5Ygscob22zv5QOtf6w5q7uSIxPSoCn64V0hR2JQu3bT7Fq2NsfzzAx_UldHqi4jvfXKBLTFvwhibTvcmawuogw8Zx8hnE9eac558N80P4raunro6dmdxtffaDZ9AE30CDK1hweMhT0pR9_QsaFd8eXMXZaFJWY
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Bn3Y6AM2i0LjtXfLyz5-jr7XEGwafrVW0K3qYPZkP9oh0RE_JKwXL3-NPgsqsFYmC_utRKcE9T_F8B7nwMf8zo3Vw5eCi7en-cYbA6Gd72wB601Wa5_pnIsKuyaQlllG90YoOxJCB8rPs6EO7zGGzo9GQ-CDAGpEJhJQr4mKM05dvKuvFboY2r6MoZp43jReMJYUeX9CKUTqaQQfmFs8LW5lV8pw6yxgE=

Time: 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Address:

Monterey County Water Resources Agency (Board meeting room)
893 Blanco Circle, Salinas, CA 93901

Location map of Monterey County Water Resources Agency here:
http://www.mcwra.co.monterey.ca.us/Images3/location-map.pdf

Purpose

This workshop will provide participants with: (1) background on the Water Board's mandates under
the Federal Clean Water Act and the State Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act; (2)
background on sources of nutrient related impairments in surface waters of the watersheds (3) a
status update on elements of the proposed TMDL project; (4) an opportunity for you to provide
comment on the scope and nature of the proposed TMDLSs.

For More Information

The Central Coast Water Board encourages interest and involvement in TMDL projects from stakeholders,
interested parties, and the general public. Please refer to the Water

Board's TMDL webpage at:

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/water _issues/programs/tmdl

Who Should Attend

Individuals representing agricultural interests; landowners who own or operate agricultural
operations; representatives of municipalities and other public agencies/entities, representatives of
environmental groups, and other individuals interested in pollution reduction efforts in the lower
Salinas River watershed.

Contact Information

If you have any questions, please contact Pete Osmolovsky at paosmolovsky@waterboards.ca.gov or
at (805) 549-3699. Also, individuals requiring special accommodations are requested to contact

Pete Osmolovsky at the aforementioned phone number or email address at least five working days
prior to the meeting.

Agricultural exports and the economic recovery

Written by Wauneta Breeze
Thursday, 10 March 2011

By Tom Vilsack
U.S. Agriculture Secretary

As the United States and global economies work to recover from the worst recession in decades,


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4BfXEvbx0BT_WRE7xkYYeJgKkVWgAk9U6BO0Uo47HygiSSXh-6PDDFgUtSTHxmmrru9sedqN8WmoEEPjqje4l3fWH4N1DpqOGIOm95d_PuM90qrShT59FNXokOCz67EXaDm4xOC_bg12Ltp_DkAMAnN
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7ysg5kcab&et=1104754432460&s=562&e=001IrgEOpDUd4Cmh605otGT36r9mt7sf58SwKYyaKAP7sXFUF6kFlrMYAIBgovwmuzGjf615NNsmVC3NvBw65WTcyXaREiDawbOwschoX5LaiG1_8qB6STfaYYNAAbO8daE0khGUsZyILOU9W27aGTHNg3LCDGVI_JeUieauRC55y6bbOr_kHnCJA==
mailto:paosmolovsky@waterboards.ca.gov
tel:%28805%29%20549-3699

American agriculture is helping to lead our nation's recovery by shattering trade records,
creating jobs here at home and ensuring affordable food for U.S. families.

Thanks to one of the most productive eras in history for U.S. agriculture and a reputation for
high quality products, farmers and ranchers are breaking records for sales of U.S. farm goods
abroad and looking forward to some of the best net incomes in decades. U.S. Agriculture even
has a trade surplus, expected to be worth $47.5 billion this year.

Agricultural exports mean jobs for Americans here at home - every $1 billion in farm exports
supports roughly 8,000 jobs in the United States in agriculture and related industries. This year,
exports will support over a million such jobs. And for the rest of the nation, the quality,
affordable domestic food supply means that the average American spends less than ten percent
of their paycheck on groceries - less than in many other developed nations.

In the years ahead, USDA will work harder than ever to give agricultural businesses even
greater opp