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Performance-based Conservation
Incentives in the Pajaro Valley

Public private partnership between RCDSCC and
Driscoll’s (funded by USDA- NRCS).

Performance-based vs Practice-based; focuses on
outcomes.

Targets Water Quantity and Water Quality (Nutrients).

We help set the target and the growers figure out how
to meet it.

Utilizes existing community dialogue strategies and
existing datasets.



Performance-based Conservation Incentive Structure

. : Incentives / Payments
Water Quality/Quantity Goals
Water Quality Water Quantity

Payment Payment

Ambient Level Objectives upon target upon target

Three Levels Three Levels:
Farm Level Objectives (AF or % (PPM or %

reduction) reduction)

% cost share % cost share
Capitalization / Participation of practices of practices




Questions?

Contact:

Nik Strong-Cvetich
Resource Conservation District of Santa Cruz County

Email: nik@rcdsantacruz.org
Phone: 831-464-2950x 11
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